
Residents of Florida shouldn’t need to be
reminded that Hurricane Season began June
1st. That date should serve as signal to every-
one that it’s time to prepare for what the trop-
ics might bring our way in the months ahead.
The first step is to prepare a plan.  Use this
plan to prepare in advance.  Instead of trying
to do everything at once when you realize
the next storm that’s out there just might
strike this area.

Although last year was a relatively quiet hur-
ricane season, the experts are predicting a
busy hurricane season this year. Each time a
hurricane poses a threat to the South Florida
area, the Aventura Government Center and
Police Department as well as the Miami Dade
Office of Emergency Management are inun-
dated with phone calls from residents asking
questions as to what they should do or
where they should go.  Making plans and
preparations in advance will relieve much of
the anxiety.

Some basic supplies to have on hand:
> Water – One gallon per person per day
> Food – Long shelf life; comfort foods that
are familiar. Don’t forget a manual can opener.
> First Aid Supplies – Bandages, antibacteri-
al cream, latex gloves

> Clothing & Bedding – Pack a few changes of
clothing and bedding in case you need to
evacuate.  Virtually all of Aventura evacuates
for a Category 2 or higher Hurricane.
> Tools & Emergency Equipment –
Flashlights, batteries, portable radio, TV, fire
extinguisher, plastic containers, matches,
plastic sheeting
> Special Requirements – For infants: formu-
la, diapers, bottles, powdered milk, medica-
tions.  For adults: Heart and high blood pres-
sure medication, Insulin, prescription drugs,
denture needs, contact lenses and supplies,
extra eye glasses 
> Entertainment for family members based
on age: books, games (cards), portable
music devices.
> Store important papers in waterproof con-
tainers (Will, insurance policies, contracts
deeds, stocks and bonds; passports, social
security cards, immunization records; Bank
and credit card account numbers

Download our hurricane guide and detailed
list on our website: www.cityofaventura.com. 

Your best defense is to be prepared and to
have a plan whether you need to evacuate or
not. Being prepared helps you and your fam-
ily after the storm during recovery efforts. 
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A COMMITMENT TO

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

The City of Aventura's newsletter

represents the City Commission’s continued

commitment to keep the community

updated on important issues, including city

government and services.  This newsletter

is published on a quarterly basis and your

comments and suggestions are welcome.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to join with our community

to make Aventura a city of the highest

quality and a City of Excellence.  We do this

by providing RESPONSIVE, COST EFFECTIVE

and INNOVATIVE local government services.
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LEO AWARD
RECIPIENT

Officer Joseph Craig

Officer Craig won the LEO Officer of
the Year Award in our division for
saving the life of a man who could
not breathe due to injuries suffered
in a vehicle crash. On April 19, 2006,
Officer Craig came upon the scene of
an accident located at I-75 and N.W.
186th Street.  The vehicle was sitting
in the middle of the roadway. As
Officer Craig ran through traffic he
noticed a man slumped over the
steering wheel who was not breath-
ing and had no pulse.  Officer Craig
was able to move and stabilize the
victim which cleared his airway and
enabled him to breath.  With the vic-
tim still trapped within the vehicle,
Officer Craig advised Fire Rescue of
the equipment needed to extricate
him from the vehicle.  While waiting
for Fire Rescue to arrive, Officer
Craig continued to aid the victim
and repeatedly kept his airway free.
Officer Craig remained on the scene
after fire rescue arrived and assist-
ed with the entire rescue effort.  The
victim was freed, stabilized and
transported to Jackson Memorial
Hospital. All fire rescue personnel
strongly believe that the efforts of
Officer Craig were the reason the
victim survived.  Officer Craig dis-
played professionalism, courage
and life saving actions in a prompt
and effective manner. ❧

Capital Project Update
Each year the City Commission adopts a list of capital improvements to address community con-
cerns and maintain the City’s infrastructure. Almost $100 million in Capital Improvements have
been completed since 1996. The following is a status report on the major capital projects sched-
uled to be completed in the 2006/07 fiscal year:

If you have any questions regarding the City’s Capital Improvement Program please contact the
City Manager’s Office at 305-466-8910. In addition further information is available on the city’s
website, www.cityofaventura.com.

PROJECT STATUS

Aventura Boulevard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Overlay Complete

Countdown Pedestrian Walkway Signals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Complete

Hospital District Drainage Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Complete

Seawall Improvements–

Yacht Club Drive & Williams Island Boulevard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Complete

Founders Park Improvements – SplashPad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June Opening

Miami Gardens Drive Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scheduled for September Completion

Waterways Park Construction Project . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scheduled for December Completion

Yacht Club Drive Resurfacing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scheduled for August Completion

NE 29th Avenue Street Lighting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scheduled for September Completion

Median Landscaping–Biscayne Blvd & NE 209th . . . . . . . . . . Scheduled for September Completion

The Aventura Police Department will gladly
provide a presentation on hurricane prepa-
rations to your homeowner’s association,
civic organization or business.  For more
information call the Aventura Police
Department at 305-466-8989, ext. #8163.  You
can also call the Miami-Dade Answer Line at
3-1-1 for more details on evacuation and hur-
ricane preparations. In the event of an
approaching storm, it is important to monitor
to local media including City of Aventura TV
(AVTV – Comcast Ch 77) and our Information
Radio on 1650AM.

HOW WILL I KNOW WHEN
TO EVACUATE?
The local media is the best source of infor-
mation.  The County Mayor’s Office and
Office of Emergency Management maintains
close communication with the National
Hurricane Center and will make the decision
if an evacuation should be ordered or not.
If an evacuation is ordered, the media will
also report which shelters are going to open

and the time they will be opening.  Pay close
attention to the media for shelter openings
as not all shelters open at the same time or
for all storms!

The most likely shelters for
the Aventura area are:

Dr. Michael Krop Senior High
1410 N.E. 215th Street
Miami, Florida 33179

North Miami Beach Senior High 
1247 N.E 167th Street
North Miami Beach, Florida 33162

WHAT IF I REQUIRE A
SPECIAL NEEDS SHELTER?
People who have special medical conditions
where they need a higher degree of care must
register in advance with the Miami Dade
Office of Emergency Management.  For an
application, call 305-468-5900.  Again, the
time to do this is now, not when the storm is
heading this way. ❧

Continued from cover
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SPLASHPAD OPENS AT FOUNDERS PARK
The City of Aventura was pleased to open the
newest recreational feature at Founders Park,
The SplashPad. In keeping with the City
Commission’s commitment to provide recre-
ational opportunities to our younger popula-
tion, this interactive water-feature play-
ground will keep children laughing and
splashing all summer long. The SplashPad is
free to all Aventura residents.  The non-resi-
dent fee is $10.00.  Persons with disabilities
requiring accommodations in order to partic-
ipate must contact the Community Services
Department at least 48 hours in advance.  For
more information, please call 305-466-8930.

AVENTURA SUMMER CAMP
This year, children are going “Around the
World in 54 Days”.  Aventura Summer Camp
features games and activities based on the
cultures of various cultures each week.
Children attending the entire 11 weeks of
camp get a taste of Asia, the Caribbean,
Europe, the Americas, Islands of the South
Pacific and the Oceans.

Aventura Summer Camp is an all day pro-
gram designed to entertain and enrich
Aventura youth. The summer camp program
is divided into two camps.  Camp Discovery
is for 5-8 year olds and camp Explorer is for
9-12 year olds. This program offers a variety
of supervised interactive activities such as
arts & crafts, games, sports, special events.

The camp also features swimming excur-
sions to Miami Shores Shipwreck Cove and
the new Founders Park SplashPad as well as
field trips to exciting destination such as the
Fort Lauderdale Art Museum, Wannado City
and the Miami Planetarium. There is a differ-
ent field trip for each camp every week!  

The Aventura Summer Camp program is a
single destination for a world of possibilities

this summer.  Each camper receives a pass-
port designed especially for them, and at the
end of each week the children will receive a
stamp in their passport to showcase their
travels.  To find out more about this and other
exciting programs offered by the Aventura
Community Recreation Center call 305-466-
3883 or visit the City website at www.city-
ofaventura.com.

CULTURAL ARTS THEATER
AND LEISURE PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
The Cultural Arts Theater and Leisure
Program has a great season of excursions this
summer.  From theater to shopping to sports,
this program has something for everyone.
Check out our program brochure on line at
www.cityofaventura.com.

Our summer program began in June with a
tour of the Schnebly Winery of Homestead
where they make wine from exotic fruits. For
Father’s day we take a trip down memory
lane with the “Swing Sisters” in a musical
review featuring classics from the McGuire
Sisters and the Andrew Sisters.  Sports fans
will enjoy an outing to the ballpark for a
Marlins game in July.  Bargain hunters can
find the perfect treasures and exotic wares at
the Festival Flea Market in August.  People
inclined to the visual arts will want to take a
tour of a stained glass studio offered in
September.  And wrapping up the summer
session in October, the City goes to the Lake
Worth Playhouse for a presentation of “And
the World Goes Round”. 

The City of Aventura is pleased to offer this
program which provides the cultural arts in
all its many facets.  For more information
regarding the Cultural Arts Theater and
Leisure Program please contact the
Community Services Department at 305-
466-8930.

AVENTURA YOUTH ATHLETICS
Aventura is proud to offer a variety of recre-
ation options that are intended to promote
team spirit and develop athletic skills in a fun
but safe environment.  The City is offering a flag
football league and a tennis program this fall.

Aventura offers a non-contact and non-
blocking flag football league for all children
between the ages of 5-12. The mission of the

Summertime in the City



4

ACCESS YOUR
PERMITS 24/7

ePermits gives you access to your
permits and inspections 24 hours a
day/7 days a week. Visit the City’s
website and click the ePermits but-
ton to get started.  All you need is
your permit number and to view the
status of your permits and inspec-
tions. A newly added feature is the
ability to schedule inspections
online.  Save yourself time and effort
and enjoy the convenience of
ePermits.

Log onto to ePermits by visiting:
www.cityofaventura.com. ❧
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Zev Auerbach  •  Bob Diamond

Teri Holzberg  •  Billy Joel
Michael Stern  •  Luz Urbáez-Weinberg

> CITY MANAGER Eric M. Soroka, ICMA-CM

> CITY CLERK Teresa M. Soroka, MMC

> CITY ATTORNEY
Weiss Serota Helfman

Pastoriza Cole & Boniske

> EDITOR Rosie Marquez

www.cityofaventura.com

league is to provide a safe and non-competi-
tive football experience using flags instead of
tackling.  The league focuses on advancing
the player’s running, catching, and passing
skills. The main objective is to participate
and have FUN!

Aventura offers two separate tennis classes
for two levels of learning.  The Tiny Tots ten-
nis class is for younger children aged three to
five years old. Tiny Tots gives an introduction
to the foundation of tennis in an interactive
group environment. Children will develop
hand and eye coordination and agility
through games and drills. The Junior Tennis
program is for children aged six to twelve and
focuses on the fundamentals of tennis.
Children will learn forehand, backhand, ral-
lying capabilities, footwork, games and
match play.  Participants will be grouped by
age and skill level.

For more information regarding league
schedules and registration dates contact
Founders Park at 305-466-8556 or visit
www.cityofaventura.com. ❧

2006 Police Officer of the Year
and Police Employee of the Year
OFFICER ROBERT FEIERSTADT
Officer Feierstadt won the officer of the year
award for saving the life of a child that was
not breathing. On November 30th, 2006,
Officer Feierstadt stopped a speeding vehi-
cle while conducting traffic enforcement
along the William Lehman Causeway.  As
Officer Feierstadt made contact with the driv-
er he observed that the driver was in panic
and shouting that his son was dying. The
man explained that he was attempting to find
a hospital as he pointed to his toddler son.
Officer Feierstadt immediately noticed that
the child was blue in color and lifeless.
Officer Feierstadt determined that the child
was not breathing and began life saving
measures. He began clearing the child’s air-
way and Infant CPR as he requested emer-
gency assistance from Metro-Dade Fire
Rescue.  Due to Officer Feierstadt’s efforts
the child began to breathe on his own by the
time Fire Rescue arrived at the scene.  The
child was transported to Joe DiMaggio
Children’s Hospital and was expected to
make a full recovery.

LINDA FREEMAN
Linda  Freeman won the civilian of the year
award for her assistance during  our CALEA
re-accreditation. In January 2006, the
Aventura Police Department went through an
onsite review by representatives of the
Commission for the Accreditation of Law
Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA).  For the
onsite review, assessors examined 446 stan-
dards, met with the members of the Agency
and gathered public input.  The Assessment
team agreed on a favorable recommendation
to the Commission and expressed high praise
for the department.  This was accomplished
in part by the outstanding efforts and dedica-
tion of Linda Freeman.  Ms. Freeman worked
tirelessly in the months leading up to the
onsite review, working six or even seven days
a week and late hours. Ms. Freeman was
instrumental in organizing the panel presen-
tation keeping the onsite review running
smoothly. Ms. Freeman always handled her
task in a cheerful and professional manner.
Linda’s hard work and dedication during the
process, allowed us to complete all of our
required activities in a timely manner.  Linda
Freeman’s name will be the first added to a
special plaque created in the memory of Phil
Hershey to honor the civilian of the year. ❧

CITY MANAGER BRIEFING
REPORT AVAILABLE ONLINE

Each month the City Manager issues a brief-
ing report to the City Commission and
Department Directors.  The report is pre-
pared in order to inform the City
Commission of the status of major projects
and ongoing matters.  The report is available
to the public by accessing the City’s website.

Register for CitySpeak, an on-line service
that allows you to receive e-mail notification
about the topics and events that interest
you.  To register for fast access to  City activ-
ities, look for the CitySpeak logo at
www.cityofaventura.com. ❧
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HURRICANE
SHUTTER PERMITS

As we prepare ourselves for hurricane sea-
son, we think about getting the additional
protection found in shutters. Be sure to
start the process as soon as possible due to
the high demand on these permits.  

Reliable contractors are hard to find so
verify that your contractor is licensed
with the State of Florida or Miami Dade
County.  You can do this by contacting
Miami Dade County directly or your local
Building Department at (305) 466-8937.

For your reference, below are the
requirements needed to be able to pull a
shutter permit in the City of Aventura.
Please  inform your contractor on these
updated requirements.

Please submit two (2) sets of the follow-
ing with the Building Permit Application:

1) Site specific calculations signed and
sealed by a Florida Professional
Engineer.

2) Sketch of floor plan showing building
measurements and height, indicating dis-
tances from the corners of the building.

3) Schedule of shutters with opening
measures.

4) Notice of Acceptance MUST be marked
accordingly and must be submitted on
11x17 paper.

5) Signed Contract between owner and
contractor.

6) Authorization Letters from Manufacturer
and Condo Association.

7) Special Inspector Form signed and
sealed.  ❧

ACES Goes on Key West Field Trip

“Update” Yourself Daily

Students excitedly gathered bright and early
at ACES dressed in colorful bathing suits,
sunglasses and sandals in anticipation of
the upcoming Key West Field Trip. As they
boarded the bus, a Marine Biology
Instructor captivated students with stories
on the history of the Keys and ocean life that
they would encounter later that day. After
arriving at a secluded park students
received a short kayaking lesson and then
ran off to float over the turtle grass and man-
grove shorelines that they had studied earli-
er that day.  Later that afternoon, students
met, pet and fed a small family of dolphins.
The evening ended under the stars as stu-
dents and teachers engaged in an astrono-
my presentation of the different planets in
our solar system. The following morning,
students woke at the break of dawn, stum-
bled down for a hearty breakfast and head-
ed out to John Pennekamp Coral Reef State
Park. Students checked out their gear and

boarded the boat with their fins, goggles,
snorkels and water resistant cameras. On
arrival, they dove in the pristine coral reefs
and swam amongst the sanctuary of marine
life. Snorkeling made for an aggressive
appetite that was fulfilled with a picnic
lunch at the park. Everyone then boarded
the bus to visit a small popular tourist loca-
tion to feed oversized silver and green tar-
pons. As sunset neared, everyone was
exhausted from two fun-filled days.
Students made one last stop for homemade
milkshakes and cooled off. During the ride
back to Aventura, students shared a thought
provoking discussion on the importance of
preserving marine life and coral reefs. Some
showed an interest in pursuing a career as a
marine biologist while others declared that
they would definitely consider making
kayaking and snorkeling, a regular hobby. A
meaningful and memorable Key West Field
Trip was shared by all.  ❧

Stay in touch with what’s happening in our  community
by logging onto our website, www.cityofaventura.com.
You’ll find everything from helpful hints in dealing with
contractors and ePermit information, to updates about
summer camp, Aventura City of Excellence School, City
Commission meetings, and so much more.

www.cityofaventura.com
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Local Flooding Facts
Flooding is an act of nature that respects no boundary lines.  In the City of Aventura, flooding is
generally caused by heavy rainfall that occurs in short periods of time, as is common during sum-
mer thunderstorms, tropical storms and hurricanes.   The City is vulnerable to flooding from storm
water runoff and coastal storm surges.  Due to this flood risk, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) has designated most of the City as a Special Flood Hazard Area on the Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  This map designates areas susceptible to the 100-year flood and for
safety purposes, establishes minimum elevations for construction.  

A 100-year flood is the equivalent of 10 or more inches of rain within 24 hours.  A 100-year flood
has a 1% chance of occurring in any given year.  However, it can occur more than once in a given
year or in successive years.  The potential for loss and damage in the City of Aventura during a
heavy storm or hurricane does exist.  Residents and property owners should be aware of this
potential risk and be prepared to deal with flooding when it occurs. 

www.cityofaventura.com

FLOODPLAINS ARE ESSENTIAL
Although flooding is a nuisance, floodplains
are an essential part of the natural cycle in
South Florida.  The Everglades, which is one
expansive floodplain, and the Biscayne
Aquifer which lies underneath, are South
Florida's only source of drinking water.  They
need large quantities of water to be replen-
ished. Occasional floods are, and always
have been, essential sources of fresh water to
replenish the Biscayne Aquifer.  

FLOODPLAIN
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS
Developers wishing to build in designated
floodplain areas (including the City of
Aventura) must use proper design techniques
and structural requirements to ensure that
new developments are flood proof.  City offi-
cials must review all new developments in
the City of Aventura to ensure the designs
meet the City's Floodplain Development
Regulations in order to receive a permit for
construction.  The City has adopted
Floodplain Development Regulations that
require that all new construction have a low-
est floor elevation 12” above the base flood
elevation or 18” above the crown of the road,
whichever is highest.  

Before beginning a project, check with the
Community Development Department for
all codes and regulations that apply to
your property.

SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD
AREA DISCLOSURE
It is a requirement in Miami-Dade County that
any purchase of improved real estate located in
a Special Flood Hazard Area or Coastal Flood

Hazard Area include a full disclosure to the
buyer that the property lies in either of those
zones.  This requirement alerts potential buy-
ers to the threat of flooding in the area, so they
can make an informed purchasing decision.

IMPROVEMENTS TO PROPERTY
IN FLOOD HAZARD AREAS
For properties located in Special Flood Hazard
Areas, it is required that improvements to
properties be done in a manner which meets
the current Floodplain Development
Regulations.  This requirement applies to:
> Any structure which has incurred damage
estimated at more than 50% of its market value
> Any structure where improvements are
planned where the cost of improvements is
more than 50% of its market value
> Any combination of the above two

FLOOD PROTECTION METHODS
When constructing a new or improved struc-
ture in a floodplain area, any combination of
these methods may be employed to reduce
the flooding potential.  These methods must
be approved by the City, and must not nega-
tively impact surrounding properties.
> Relocation: Perhaps the only technique
for completely preventing future flood dam-
age.  This method involves moving a house
out of a flood area to a new location where
there is no threat of flooding.
> Elevation: This method consists of raising
a house on an elevated support structure to
place it above future floodwaters.
> Levees: Also known as a berm, this is a
method of creating a barrier of compacted
soil to keep the water away from a property.
> Floodwalls: Similar to a levee, floodwalls
are designed to keep the water away from the
house but are constructed of permanent
materials such as concrete. 

> Closures: Used in conjunction with other
techniques such as floodwalls and levees,
closures provide protection for gaps that are
open for frequent usage such as sidewalks
and driveways.

FLOOD MITIGATION STEPS
Even if you are not doing major improve-
ments to your property, there are steps you
can take to make your property more flood-
proof, including:
> Grading your property to facilitate
stormwater run-off
> Elevating major appliances such as air-con-
ditioning units and water heaters to prevent
damage during flooding
> Using flood-proofing materials such as
paints and sealants
> Checking sewer trap valves to prevent
backup flooding
> Cleaning gutters and storm drains around
your property to permit free flow of water
> Keeping a stockpile of sandbags and con-
struction materials available

FLOOD INSURANCE
One of the best ways to protect your invest-
ment is to insure it.  Standard homeowners
insurance and windstorm policies DO
NOT cover losses from flooding (rising
waters)!  The Flood Disaster Protection Act
of 1973 requires the purchase of flood insur-
ance as a condition of receiving any federally
related loan for purchase or construction of
any building or mobile home located in any
Special Flood Hazard Area. 

The City of Aventura is a participant in the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP),
which is administered by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
Federally guaranteed flood insurance is
available to City residents in AE Flood Zones
at a discount of 10% because of the City’s
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FLOOD ZONE
INFORMATION

Local flood zone information is locat-
ed at the Northeast (Aventura) Branch
of the Miami-Dade Public Library and
at the City of Aventura's Community
Development Department.  The
Community Development Department
can provide you with detailed infor-
mation from the Flood Insurance Rate
Maps (FIRM) including:

> Whether your property is located
in a Special Flood Hazard Area

> The community number
> The panel number and suffix 
> The date of the FIRM’s index
> The FIRM zone
> The base flood elevation

For surveyors, architects and engi-
neers, the City has the latest form of
elevation certificates available to you
for completion.

For lenders, insurance agents and real
estate agents, elevation certificates
are kept on file for all buildings per-
mitted by the City.

For more information, or to receive a
Flood Insurance Rate Map determina-
tion for your property, contact the
Community Development Department
at (305) 466-8940. ❧

www.cityofaventura.com

participation. NFIP policies are sold through
licensed insurance agents and companies.
You should buy flood insurance before the
storm season, as there is a 30-day waiting
period before coverage takes effect.  

Federal flood insurance can protect homes,
businesses and belongings from damage
caused by flooding, including:
> Structural Elements: such as walls, floors,
equipment and fixtures.
> Contents: such as furniture, appliances
and carpeting
> Personal items: such as clothing, stereos
and televisions

You do not have to live in a special flood haz-
ard area or a Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) designated flood zone to purchase
flood insurance.  In fact, if you live in a low-
risk area, you may be eligible for a low-cost
preferred risk policy.  Even if you rent, do not
have a mortgage or do not live in a Special
Flood Hazard Area, you should still purchase
flood insurance!

FLOOD WARNINGS
The Miami-Dade Office of Emergency
Management and the National Weather
Service issue flood, hurricane and severe
weather warnings.  

In the case of a hurricane, an Evacuation
Order will be given by the Mayor of Miami-
Dade County and will be broadcast on local
TV and radio stations.  The City of Aventura
is located in an Evacuation Zone for any
storm of Category 2 force or greater. This
means all residents are required to leave the
City when an Evacuation Order for a Category
2 storm is given.  Aventura condominiums
and property managers will also be notified
of the Evacuation Order by a fax from the
Office of the City Manager.  

Residents should stay tuned to the local TV
and radio stations for updates on storms, and
should evacuate as soon as an Evacuation
Order is issued.   

TV STATIONS
> WFOR–Ch. 4          > WTVJ–Ch. 6
> WSVN–Ch. 7          > WPLG–Ch. 10
> WLTV–Ch. 23 Spanish

> WSCV–Ch. 51 Spanish

RADIO STATIONS
> WIOD –610 AM 
> WINZ–940 AM
> WFTL–1400 AM 
> WAQI–710 AM Spanish

> WCQM–92 FM Spanish

FLOOD SAFETY TIPS
These are important tips you can follow
when flooding threatens, whether you are
staying in your home or evacuating.

Before the Flood:
> Learn and practice the safest route from
your home or business to high ground in case
you must evacuate. 
> Listen to local news for Evacuation Orders
and shelter openings. Evacuate immediately
once an order is given.
>Turn off water, gas and electric service to
your home and plug drains with large corks
to prevent sewer backup.
> Keep a disaster kit on hand with a portable
radio, flashlight, and emergency cooking equip-
ment, drinking water, batteries, first aid sup-
plies, money, canned foods and sturdy shoes.  
> Develop and practice an emergency com-
munication plan with your family.  Designate
an out-of-state friend or relative to serve as
the “family contact.”
> Fill your car with gas and move it to the
highest point on your property.
> Flood-proof your home by utilizing the
improvement and mitigation steps outlined
in this article.
> Buy flood insurance to cover the value of
your home and its contents.  
> Take pictures or videos of your home and
valuables and keep them in a safe, dry place
with your insurance policy.

During the Flood:
> Keep a battery-powered radio tuned to a
local station for emergency information.
Follow instructions for your area.
> Elevate valuables or move them to higher
floors.
> Do not drive, walk or play in flooded areas.
Strong currents, broken objects, wild animals
and raw sewage pose serious health and
safety threats.  Wear sturdy shoes.
> Stay away from downed power lines. A
downed power line in a puddle of water may
electrify the entire puddle.

After the Flood:
> Before entering a building, check for struc-
tural damage.  
> Inspect for fire, electrical or gas hazards
and submerged appliances before turning
utilities back on. 
> If you smell gas in or around your home,
call your utility supplier immediately.
> Use bottled water only, until tapwater  has
been declared safe for consumption by officials.
> Dispose of everything, including food, that
has come in contact with flood waters. The
flood waters could be contaminated with raw
sewage and poisonous chemicals. ❧
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CITY
COMMISSION

MEETINGS

Commission Meetings are held

at 6:00 pm:

Aventura Government Center

Commission Chambers

19200 West Country Club Drive

Check Our Website for our

Next Meeting Date

For information on upcoming

Commission meetings and work-

shops and to confirm all meeting

dates, times and locations,

please contact the City Clerk’s

Office at (305) 466-8901. ❧

CITY OF AVENTURA GOVERNMENT CENTER
Office of the City Manager
19200 West Country Club Drive
Aventura, FL 33180
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Watch for These Upcoming Events!

> August 6 – 17 Youth Flag Football Registration

> August 20 First Day of School

For event details, visit www.cityofaventura.com


