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The City of Aventura's newsletter

represents the City Commission's continued
commitment to keep the community
updated on important issues, including city
government and services. This newsletter
is published on a quarterly basis and your

comments and suggestions are welcome.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to join with our community
to make Aventura a city of the highest
quality and a City of Excellence. We do this
by providing RESPONSIVE, COST EFFECTIVE

and INNOVATIVE local government services.

-
— -

City Updates 5 Year

A Newsletter Designed to Inform
the Residents of Aventura

Capital Improvement Program

Recently the City Manager presented to
the City Commission the annual update to
the City's Capital Improvement Program
(CIP). The document represents an update
of the CIP that was originally prepared for
the five year cycle of 2003 to 2008. The
update process is important for the CIP to
become a continuing and ongoing plan-
ning/implementation process. The last
four years of last year’s program were
reevaluated in light of unanticipated
needs, cost revisions, new project priori-
ties and the financial condition of the City.
In addition, the CIP was updated to add
new projects in the fifth year (2008/09) to
complete the cycle. Projects included
within the framework of the program were
based on input from Commissioners, staff,
City consultants and citizens.

The primary goal of the Capital Improvement
Program is to develop a long — term plan of
proposed capital expenditures, the means
and methods of financing, and a schedule of
priorities for implementation. The program
forms the foundation for governmental par-
ticipation in the development process and
represents a commitment by the community

toward the achievement and maintenance of
a desirable high quality of life.

- Cultural Arts Center ........... $16,000,000
- Charter Middle School
Wing Construction ............... 4,100,000

» Waterways Park Development ..
» Transportation, Street Lighting

& Safety Improvements .......... 2,695,694
- Stormwater Drainage

4,047,000

Improvements ................... 1,605,000
- Citywide Beautification

Improvements .............ooiianl 265,000
- Park Maintenance Projects.......... 188,250

The proposed 2004 - 2009 Capital
Improvement Program includes 24 projects
in five functional categories with a total
value of $33,522,552. The following repre-
sents the percentage of total funding that
each functional category has been allocat-
ed: Beautification & Parks Facilities (13%),
Public Buildings and
Improvements  (60%),
Drainage and Infrastructure Improvements

Facilities
Transportation,

(13%), Capital Equipment Purchase and
Continued on p.2




TRIPS & TOURS
FOR SENIORS

Join us as we venture through south Florida

on day excursions of theater,
museums, lunch and dinner at fine restau-
rants and other exciting points of interest.
Registration periods begin in January and in
July. You may register on-line at www.city-
ofaventura.ccom or in person at the
Community Recreation Center, located at

3375 NE 188 Street.

Registration is located at the Community
Recreation Center, 9 AM.

Internet Registration
Wednesday, July 7

Resident Registration
Wednesday, July 14

Non-Resident Registration
Wednesday, July 21

For additional information, to be placed on
our mailing list, or to recommend future trip
destinations, please call us at 305-466-8930
or 305-466-3883. ta

Continued from cover.

Replacement (7%) and Information/
Communication Technology (7%).

- Construction of new $4,100,000 Charter
Middle School Wing Addition serving 6-8
grades on NE 188th Street.

- Development and construction of the
expanded 6 acre Waterways Park facility on
NE 213th Street.

«» Street lighting, drainage and sidewalk
improvements to NE 27th Court (Jack Smith
Boulevard).

- Construction of a Cultural Arts Center to
expand cultural activities for the community
and enhance the quality of life for residents.
- Implementation of $904,700 Traffic Video
Monitoring Program which provided for the
installation of cameras at key intersections to
allow the Police Department to monitor and
respond to traffic conditions.

« Utilizes a stormwater utility program to cor-
rect and improve drainage along roadways
for certain areas of the City. A total of
$1,605,000 worth of improvements will be
completed during the five year period.

« Implementation of $565,000 of transporta-
tion improvements that includes citywide
directional sign upgrades, street lighting for
Lehman Causeway access roads and Miami
Gardens Drive Extension.

+ A total of $265,000 of citywide beautifica-
tion improvements including median land-
scaping and newspaper stands is funded to
continue to fulfill our goal of being the most
beautiful City in South Florida. Major
improvements include: NE 207th south swale

area and William Lehman Causeway west of
Country Club Drive.

« Road maintenance projects that total
$930,000 to enhance safety are included for
NE 207th Street, Aventura Boulevard and
Yacht Club Drive and Williams Island Road.

- Provides the necessary equipment to con-
tinue to provide high quality and effective
police services.

- Continues the implementation of technolo-
gy improvements and management informa-
tion systems to enhance the productivity and
efficiency of city operations.

« Ensures that the tools of production, vehi-
cles, equipment and technology, are avail-
able for city operations.

The following represents the significant revi-
sions or madifications to the proposed CIP
compared to the prior document:

- NE 27th Court (Jack Smith Blvd)
Improvements —$495,994.

« Added Miami Gardens Drive Extension
Upgrades— $225,000.

+ Added Lehman Causeway Service Road
Street Lights — $165,000.

« Added Lehman Causeway Beautification
(west)- $150,000.

« Added Directional Sign Upgrades Citywide
- $100,000.

The CIP is an important tool that provides a
business plan for the City to fund and imple-
ment needed citywide improvements in a
financially prudent manner. Copies of the
CIP are available from the City Manager's
Office (305-466-8910), :a-

All American July 4th!

The City of Aventura celebrates an All-American Independence Day on Sunday, July 4, 2004. Festivities begin
at Founders Park, 3105 NE 190 Street, at 11 am and include a water slide, toddler play station, organized field
games, crafts and more. As the summer heat rises, Aventura’s July 4th moves to the Community Recreation
Center, located at 3375 NE 188 Street. Enjoy patriotic entertainment and tour the Community Recreation Center
to view the various programs and activities the Center has to offer. If fireworks are what you are craving, the
best views are along Country Club Drive. The fireworks extravaganza starts at 9 pm. For more information on
the Aventura All-American July 4th, please call the Community Services Department at 305-466-8930. :a-




URGENT: Change in Polling

Place for

Due to renovations at the Aventura Library, Precinct 103 has been temporarily moved to the City
of Aventura Community Recreation Center located at 3375 NE 188th Street, east of Loehmann's
Plaza. All persons registered to vote at Precinct 103 were issued new voter registration cards.
Please be certain to check your voter registration card for the location of your polling place.

This change is effective beginning with the August 31, 2004 election and until further notice.
Should you have any questions, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at 305-466-8901 or the
Miami-Dade County Elections Department at 305-499-8500.

The following is a map showing the location and directions to the Aventura Community/
Recreation Center from Aventura Boulevard and West Country Club Drive. s
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DRIVING DIRECTIONS

South on West Country Club Drive to NE 190th St.
Tum right on NE 190th St fo NE 291h Ave.

Tumn left on NE 29th Ave to NE 188th St.

Turn left on NE 188 St to the end.
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Precincts 102,184,186 continue to
vote permanently at this location

VOTE HERE

RadKIDS Program

Aventura Police Department recently com-
pleted its first radKIDS Program (Resisting
aggression defensively) for 13 children ages
5to 7. The Program is an educational oppor-
tunity for children and parents, concerning
awareness and self-defense strategies,
instilling confidence and reducing the possi-
bility of adverse physical control and/or
harm. It addresses the need in the communi-
ty to make our children more aware of their
surroundings, how to protect themselves in
potentially compromising situations, togeth-
er with general safety tips to empower chil-
dren not to become victims. Ofc. Manny
Gonzalez, the school resource officer for

Aventura Charter School and Ofc. Olga De La
Torre of the Aventura Community Policing
Unit are certified instructors, who together
with the assistance of Betty Helms guided the
children through this process which culmi-
nated with a simulation session which rein-
forces the skills and knowledge the children
developed during the Program.

For additional information regarding the
Program or to register your child, please
call 305-466-8989, ext. 6831. Class size is
limited and will be on a first-come, first-
serve basis.

GOVERNMENT
CENTER DIRECTORY

>MAIN NUMBER ................. (305) 466-8900
> MAIN FAXNUMBER ............. (305) 466-8939
> MAYOR AND COMMISSION .....(305) 466-8901
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> CHARTERSCHOOL .............. (305) 466-1499
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PUBLIC WORKS

Proper handling of hazardous wastes is very
important in order to ensure the health and
safety of the public and to protect our envi-
ronment. Remember, it is unlawful to dis-
pose of any material into water systems or
storm drains.

> Never pour waste fluids onto the ground or
into storm drains.

> Used motor oil should be placed in a non-
breakable container.

> Recycle used motor oil at any participating
auto-parts store. In Florida, call 1-800-741-
4DEP to find an oil recycling center near you.
> Keep amount of fertilizer and pesticides to
a minimum.

> Always dispose of solid waste properly. &

Aventura Officers Honored

The Aventura Police Department recently
hosted their 7th Anniversary and Awards
Ceremony at The Fairmont Turnberry Isle
Resort & Club to recognize Officer of the Year
Troy Vezina and Civilian Employee of the
Year Anna Howell, who had been selected
by a vote of their peers.

Anna Howell, Crime Scene Tech, was select-
ed for this honor based on her high level of
professionalism and knowledge in her
capacity with the Department, as well as
being responsible for setting up and main-
taining the Police Department's Property
Room. Recognizing a rash of burglaries the
City had been experiencing, Howell recom-
mended that a processing of all vehicle bur-
glaries should occur. By doing so, she was
able to lift latents that helped investigators
track down subjects involved, thereby assist-
ing in the arrest of seven suspects involved
in numerous vehicle burglaries.

While traveling on 1-95, Officer Vezina
observed a motor vehicle with fire and heavy

smoke emanating from it. Despite the close
proximity of flames, Vezina entered the vehi-
cle and located the driver. After carrying her
to a safe location, he began first-responder
responsibilities and was able to obtain a
faint pulse. Subsequently, the victim was
transported to the hospital and Vezina was
treated at the scene for severe smoke inhala-
tion. The Hollywood Fire Department later
contacted the Aventura Police Department
and advised the driver narrowly escaped
fatal injuries since the vehicle became total-
ly engulfed in flames shortly after she was
rescued by Vezina.

In addition to earning the Officer of the Year
award, Vezina was a recipient of the LEO
Award in the category of Specialized
Services, as well as the Medal of Valor, pre-
sented by the Law Enforcement Officers
Foundation at a recent Awards Gala at the JW
Marriott. Officer Elricco Barnes was also a
recipient of the prestigious LEO Award in the
Uniform Services category. Other Aventura
officers who were LEO Award finalists
include Ernie Long, Crime Prevention; and
Ray Roman, Investigative Services. i

Veterans Park Opening

Early Summer 2004

Veterans Park is located on NE 31st Avenue between NE 183rd and NE 185th Streets and is sched-
uled to open on June 18, 2004. This two acre park will have separate areas for children and pets
and has a playground, open areas and parking. In addition a separate play area for your pet to
exercise and socialize. Programming will include pet health and obedience, pet registration and
vaccination programs and special events for you and your puppy! ¢

Visit us on the web!
WWW.CITYOFAVENTURA.COM




Local Flooding Facts

Flooding is an act of nature that respects no
boundary lines. In the City of Aventura,
flooding is generally caused by heavy rain-
fall that occurs in short periods of time, as is
common during summer thunderstorms,
tropical storms and hurricanes. The City is
vulnerable to flooding from storm water
runoff and coastal storm surges. Due to this
flood risk, the Federal Emergency
Management Adency (FEMA) has designat-
ed most of the City as a Special Flood
Hazard Area on the Flood Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM). This map designates areas sus-
ceptible to the 100-year flood and for safety
purposes, establishes minimum elevations
for construction.

A 100-year flood is the equivalent of 10 or
more inches of rain within 24 hours. A 100-
year flood has a 1% chance of occurring in
any given year. However, it can occur more
than once in a given year or in successive
years. The potential for loss and damage in
the City of Aventura during a heavy storm or
hurricane does exist. Residents and proper-
ty owners should be aware of this potential
risk and be prepared to deal with flooding
when it occurs.

Although flooding is a nuisance, floodplains
are an essential part of the natural cycle in
South Florida. The Everglades, which is one
expansive floodplain, and the Biscayne
Aquifer which lies underneath, are South
Florida's only source of drinking water. They
need large quantities of water to be replen-
ished. Occasional floods are, and always
have been, essential sources of fresh water
to replenish the Biscayne Aquifer.

Developers wishing to build in designated
floodplain areas (including the City of
Aventura) must use proper design tech-
niques and structural requirements to
ensure that new developments are flood
proof. City officials must review all new
developments in the City of Aventura to
ensure the designs meet the City's
Floodplain Development Regulations in
order to receive a permit for construction.

The City has adopted Floodplain
Development Regulations that require that
all new construction have a lowest floor ele-
vation 12" above the base flood elevation or
18” above the crown of the road, whichever
is highest.

Before beginning a project, check with the
Community Development Department for
all codes and regulations that apply to
your property.

It is a requirement in Miami-Dade County
that any purchase of improved real estate
located in a Special Flood Hazard Area or
Coastal Flood Hazard Area include a full dis-
closure to the buyer that the property lies in
either of those zones. This requirement
alerts potential buyers to the threat of flood-
ing in the area, so they can make an
informed purchasing decision.

For properties located in Special Flood
Hazard Areas, it is required that improve-
ments to properties be done in a manner
which meets the current Floodplain
Development Regulations. This requirement
applies to:

> Any structure which has incurred dam-
age estimated at more than 50% of its market
value

> Any structure where improvements are
planned where the cost of improvements is
more than 50% of its market value

> Any combination of the above two

When constructing a new or improved struc-
ture in a floodplain area, any combination of
these methods may be employed to reduce
the flooding potential. These methods must
be approved by the City, and must not nega-
tively impact surrounding properties.

> Relocation: Perhaps the only technique for
completely preventing future flood damage.
This method involves moving a house out of
a flood area to a new location where there is
no threat of flooding.

Continued on p.6

CITY SPEAK

Do you wonder if the Agenda
for the next Commission is avail-
able on the website to review?
Would you like to know if the
Community Recreation Center has any new
classes? If so you should try using CitySpeak,
our new email publication system. It deliv-
ers news and information of interest directly
to you via email. Information that matters to
you, continually delivered to you.

CitySpeak is a subscription service that is
used to send emails containing local news
and information or links to updated infor-
mation on the City’s website. Once you have
subscribed to the system you will be able to
select from a variety of publications includ-
ing the Aventura Charter School,
Commission Adendas, Community
Recreation Center, Employment, Trips &
Tours and many more.

CitySpeak is available through a link on the
City's website at www.cityofaventura.com. It
is easy to use and gives you total control over
your subscription. Whenever the City pub-
lishes new or updated information regarding
a publication you have subscribed to, you
will instantly receive it in your email. You
also have the ability to subscribe or unsub-
scribe to publications at any time.

Whether you are a resident, a business or just
interested in news about the City, the bene-
fits of subscribing to CitySpeak are clear. You
get up-to-the-minute news and information
about the City automatically delivered to you!
We are excited about this innovative commu-
nication tool and are proud to make this next
step in our commitment to public involve-
ment and the utilization of “Electronic
Government”, CitySpeak gives everyone
interested in the City of Aventura direct
access to relevant and timely information.
Why not subscribe to it today? -
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> Elevalion: This method consists of raising a
house on an elevated support structure to
place it above future floodwaters.

> Levees: Also known as a berm, this is a
method of creating a barrier of compacted
soil to keep the water away from a property.
Floodwalls: Similar to a levee, floodwalls are
designed to keep the water away from the
house but are constructed of permanent
materials such as concrete.

> Closures: Used in conjunction with other
techniques such as floodwalls and levees,
closures provide protection for gaps that are
open for frequent usage such as sidewalks
and driveways.

Even if you are not doing major improve-
ments to your property, there are steps you
can take to make your property more flood-
proof, including;

> Grading your property to facilitate
stormwater run-off

> Elevating major appliances such as air-
conditioning units and water heaters to pre-
vent damage during flooding

> Using flood-proofing materials such as
paints and sealants

> Checking sewer trap valves to prevent
backup flooding

> Cleaning gutters and storm drains around
your property to permit free flow of water

> Keeping a stockpile of sandbags and con-
struction materials available

One of the best ways to protect your invest-
ment is to insure it. Standard homeowners
insurance and windstorm policies DO NOT
cover losses from flooding (rising waters)!
The Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973
requires the purchase of flood insurance as a
condition of receiving any federally related
loan for purchase or construction of any
building or mobile home located in any
Special Flood Hazard Area.

The City of Aventura is a participant in the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP),
which is administered by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
Federally guaranteed flood insurance is

available to City residents in AE Flood
Zones at a discount of 10% because of the
City’s participation. NFIP policies are sold
through licensed insurance agents and
companies. You should buy flood insur-
ance before the storm season, as there is a
30-day waiting period before coverage
takes effect.

Federal flood insurance can protect homes,
businesses and belongings from damage
caused by flooding, including:

> Structural elements: such as walls, floors,
equipment and fixtures.

> Contents: such as furniture, appliances
and carpeting

> Personal items: such as clothing, stereos
and televisions

You do not have to live in a special flood haz-
ard area or a Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) designated flood zone to purchase
flood insurance. In fact, if you live in a low-
risk area, you may be eligible for a low-cost
preferred risk policy.

Even if you rent, do not have a mortgage or do
not live in a Special Flood Hazard Area, you
should still purchase flood insurance!

The Miami-Dade Office of Emerdency
Management and the National Weather
Service issue flood, hurricane and severe
weather warnings.

In the case of a hurricane, an Evacuation
Order will be given by the Mayor of Miami-
Dade County and will be broadcast on local
TV and radio stations. The City of Aventura
is located in an Evacuation Zone for any
storm of Category 2 force or greater. This
means all residents are required to leave
the City when an Evacuation Order for a
Category 2 storm is given. Aventura condo-
miniums and property managers will also
be notified of the Evacuation Order by a fax
from the Office of the City Manager.

Residents should stay tuned to the local TV
and radio stations for updates on storms, and
should evacuate as soon as an Evacuation
Order is issued.




WFOR (Ch. 4)

WTV]J (Ch. 6)

WSVN (Ch.7)

WPLG (Ch. 10)

WLTV (Ch. 23) Spanish
WSCV (Ch. 51) Spanish

WIOD (610 AM)

WINZ (940 AM)

WFTL (1400 AM)
Aventura Radio (1650 AM)
WAQI (710 AM) Spanish
WCQM (92 FM) Spanish

These are important tips you can follow
when flooding threatens, whether you are
staying in your home or evacuating.

> Before the Flood: Learn and practice the
safest route from your home or business to
high ground in case you must evacuate.

> Listen to local news for Evacuation
Orders and shelter openings. Evacuate
immediately once an order is given.

Turn off water, gas and electric service to
your home and plug drains with large corks
to prevent sewer backup.

> Keep a disaster kit on hand with a
portable radio, flashlight, and emergency
cooking equipment, drinking water, batter-
ies, first aid supplies, money, canned foods
and sturdy shoes.

> Develop and practice an emergency
communication plan with your family.
Designate an out-of-state friend or relative to
serve as the “family contact.”

> Fill your car with gas and move it to the
highest point on your property.

> Flood-proof your home by utilizing the
improvement and mitigation steps outlined
in this pamphlet.

> Buy flood insurance to cover the value of
your home and its contents.

> Take pictures or videos of your home
and valuables and keep them in a safe, dry
place with your insurance policy.

> During the Flood: Keep a battery-pow-
ered radio tuned to a local station for emer-
gency information. Follow instructions for
your area.

> Elevate valuables or move them to high-
er floors.

> Do not drive, walk or play in flooded
areas. Strong currents, broken objects, wild
animals and raw sewage pose serious health
and safety threats. Wear sturdy shoes.

> Stay away from downed power lines. A
downed power line in a puddle of water may
electrify the entire puddle.

> After the Flood: Before entering a build-
ing, check for structural damage.

> Inspect for fire, electrical or gas hazards
and submerded appliances BEFORE turning
utilities back on.

> If you smell gas in or around your home,
call your utility supplier immediately.

> Use tapwater for consumption only if it
has been declared safe by officials. Use bot-
tled water instead.

> Dispose of everything, including food,
that has come in contact with flood waters.
The flood waters could be contaminated
with raw sewage and poisonous chemicals.

Local flood zone information is located at
the Northeast (Aventura) Branch of the
Miami-Dade Public Library and at the City of
Aventura's  Community  Development
Department. The Community Development
Department can provide you with detailed
information from the Flood Insurance Rate
Maps (FIRM) including:
> Whether your property is located in a
Special Flood Hazard Area
The community number
The panel number and suffix
The date of the FIRM's index
The FIRM zone
The base flood elevation
> For surveyors, architects and engineers,
the City has the latest form of elevation cer-
tificates available to you for completion.
> For lenders, insurance agents and real
estate agents, elevation certificates are kept
on file for all buildings permitted by the City.

For more information, or to receive a
Flood Insurance Rate Map determination
for your property, contact the
Community Development Department at
(305) 466-8940.

PLAN FOR THE
STORM... NOW!

Hurricane season is once again upon us and it’s
important to plan now in order to be prepared
should a storm threaten the South Florida area.
Here are some lips to consider when making
your plan:

All storms should be considered dangerous.
Keep in mind that Hurricane Isabel was a category
2 storm when it struck the east coast last year and
caused more than 3 billion dollars in damage and
was responsible for 17 deaths. Just a few years
ago, a sub-tropical system caused flooded streets,
downed trees and a short-term loss of power.

Aventura is in an evacuation zone for a
Catedory 2 hurricane or higher. If you're going to
leave, leave early! You should be at your destina-
tion before tropical storm force winds arrive and
they can arrive as much as 36 hours prior to the
main force of the storm.

Stay tuned to the local media. They will keep
you posted on the latest developments relating to
the storm, including what plans are being imple-
mented. The local media will advise which shel-
ters are opening and when. Keep in mind that not
all shelters open for all storms, or open at the
same lime.

Have supplies on hand. This includes food,
water, prescriptions, and batteries for radios and
flashlights. A list of recommended items is avail-
able in special hurricane publications available at
most food or home improvement stores, or by
calling the Aventura Police Department at 305-
466-8989, ext. 8163.

Shelters for Persons with Special Needs: The
Miami Dade Office of Emergency Management
has designated certain facilities as Special Needs
Evacuation Shelters. They are staffed with trained
medical personnel to provide additional assis-
tance and care that is not available at general pop-
ulation shelters. In order to be admitted to a
Special Needs Shelter, a person must register with
the Office of Emergency Management in advance.
A person may register by calling 305-468-5900
and asking for an application; or they may down-
load an application at hitp://www.co.miami-
dade.fl.us/oem/hurricane/EEAP_program.asp.

For more information, you may call the Miami
Dade Office of Emergency Management Answer
Line at 305-468-5900; or the Aventura Police
Department at 305-466-8989, ext. 8163. Should a
storm threaten the South Florida area, stay tuned
to the City of Aventura television and radio sta-
tions for more information. :a-
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