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A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
The City of Aventura's newsletter represents the City Commission’s continued commitment
tor keep the commumnity updated on important issues, including city govermment and sevvices,
This nevwsletter i published an a quarterly hasis and your comments and suggdestions are welcome.

Aventura Charter
Elementary School

scitermsent is building as the kick=nff
for  accepting  applications  for
enrallment in the City of Aventuras
new Charter Elementary School has
begun. The City of Aventura, in
conpunction with Charter Schools USA,
held the first Parent Information Might
in Mayv., Kepresentatives from Charler
Schools USA were on hand to answer
parents” questions aboul operations,
education, class size, staffing and
curriculum. Ancther  Parent
Information Night will be scheduled
sometime late sumimer or early fall,
Parents can obtain  enrollment
applications several ways;
* Call 1-B66-KIDSUSA (543-T872)
* Fax 1-A66-866-A188
* Apply on line at

* Applications are available at
Ciby of Aventura
Gowernment Center

Aventura  residents  will  have
preference in registering their child for
the school, Proof of residency will be
required at the time of formal
regdistration nest yvear. Applications
will be accepted until March 2003,

The City of Aventura, in its attempt
to address the growing number of
school age children and to help ease
the over crowding in the surrcunding
schools, decided to build its own
Charter Elementary School,  After
vears of searching to identify a achool
site, the Aventura City Commission
selected the property ab 3333 M.E.
188th Street.  The Charter Schosl
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Community/Becreation Center  that
will allow the sharing of facilities
between the Charter School  and
Community/Becreation Center.  The
schoeol is expeclted to open the fall
of B3,

The 35.5 millicn state-of-the-art
Charter Schoal will house 600 students
in grades K-5th and will be an
independent,  tition-free,  public
school operating under a performance
contract with the Miami-Dade County
Schonl Board.

[nterested parents are encouraged Lo
vizit the City of Aventura’s web site:
wiwnL ol byofaventura.com or stop in the
Covernment Cenler at 19200 Weal
Country Club Drive and pick up an
application and brochure, 4
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1% What’s Happening
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Hurricane Flayd

b of you who live in Florida are well

aware that Hurricane Season begins
Jume 1zt of each vear and extends through
Movernber 30th, Unlike rmany matuaral
catastrophies that strike without warning,
residents can plan for what they will do of
a hurricane threatens the area. The time
tor plan and get ready for a hurricane 15
niw, at the begmming of the season, and
nok when it appears likely that the storm
will strike the Aventura area. Here are the
answers to frequently asked gquestions
abuut what o do if & hurricane threstens
the area,

WHAT 15 THE BEST THING | CAN
DO IF A STORM IS THREATENING
SOUTH FLORIDA?

The best thing to do f a storm
approaches 15 to sty informed.  Listen o
Iocal newscasts for updates regarding
evacuation orders and shelter openings.
Evers though there are shelters in Mortheast
Dade, not every shelter opens for every
shorm, or they may open ab different times
based upon demand. Information regarding
shielter openings will be broadcast on local
tebevision and radio stations,

IF AN EVACUATION ORDER 15
GIVEN, HOW LONG DO | HAVE
TO LEAVE MY RESIDEMCE?

An evacuation order may provide vou
with only a few hours notice oF you may
have more than a day, While hurricane
forecasts have improved in recent vears, ik is
#hill not an exact science, Once an order Lo
evacuate has been given, veu should plan on
leaving & soon as possible, Beep in mind
that thousands of people will be leaving
fromm the harrier islands as well, Trafic jams
iy cocur oF roads may becoms Dmpassable
due to stalled cars, debris on the read,
Mosding or downed wires,

WHY SHOULD | EVACUATE
INSTEAD OF STAYING
IN MY HOME OR CONDO?

Prctures of damage that hee occurred in
otheer storms should provide youwith all the
imcentive vou nised to evacuate, Hopefully,
vour bome or condo will not be damaged at
all and you will just be inconveniencid for a
short time. There s the chance that vour
building could suffer significant damage
and serious injury or death could result.
Shonald an emergency accur, assistance miy

nok be available might away.  Besp in mind
that emerdency services will cease when
storm winds become severe and depending
L the extent of -q].;1r11.:1;.1r: and road
conditions, it could take awhile before |‘||;:|_[!-
does arvive at your particular location after
a storm passes.  You may alse be without
electricity and other ufilities,

| HAVE HEALTH PROBLEMS.

DO THEY HAVE SHELTERS

FOR PEGPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDST
Yes, but you must pre-regdister with the

Miami-Dade County Office of Emerdency

Management, The phone number for

apecial needs registration is 3055137700,

You will be sent a form for veur doctor to

complete  that must be  returmed o

the Coumby,

IF A STORM'S APPROACHING,
WHO CAM | CALL FOR
MORE INFORMATION?

The Miami-lade Ofice of Emergency
Management  maintains  an ANSWER
CEMNTER that wou can comtact at 305-368-
S400),  This wvear, the City of Aventura will
also have an Emerdency  Information
Murnber that vou can call at A05-466-8001,
Thiz line will provide recorded updates
when a storm could present a problem to
South Floida, 1 the starm appears fo pose
a sinificant threat to NMortheast Dade, the
phones will be staffed by City personmel to
answer your questions,

WHO CAN I CONTACT

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR

TO HAVE SOMEONE SPEAK

BEFORE MY GROUP OR

HOMEDWHNER'S ASSOCIATION?
Contact the Aventura Police Department

at J5-406-89%0% and vou will be directed to

the appropriate location, #



Department Updates

CLEAN WATER:
Doing a little on your part saves a lot of water

Heere ame sorme simple things you can do to save our most
precious natural resource, water.

« Wach with phosphate free or  lew  phosphate
hivsdegradable soaps, detergents and shampocs, Phosphates
can suffocate fish and other aguatic Ife in our waberways.

* Keep paints, ods, sobwents and other household
chiermacals out of draing, sinks and tolets.

* [Recycle and dispose of all trash properhy.

* e pom-tosic household products.

* [epair all leaky toilets and sinks.

# [Fag fertilizers sparingly inmoyour berrace garden.

+ [dentify and report polluters immediatihy,

In addition, please do vour part in keeping your parks,
waterways and streets clean and litber free!

MNEW BUS SHELTERS

Three new bus shelters have been completed on Biscayne
Boulevard. The mew shelters are located at KE 178 Street, NE
191 Street and NE 195 Street. They will provvide shelter from
the summer sun and rains for those whe use public
Eransportation.

JULY 4th AVENTURA-STYLE!
SALUTE THE RED, WHITE, AND BLUE IN 2002!

It wees all sunshime, at thas vear’s 4th annual Splash Bash at
Aventura Founders Park on Thursday, Julby $th, 2002, Oner
1200 celebrants enpoved the many activities scheduled from
11 am to & pm. Aventura residents, friends and visitors
enjoyed riding the patriotic dressed pondes, tie dyimg patriotic
f-shirts, arts and craftz, sand art designs, inflatable waker
shides, kiddy water area, Iive L) and outrageous field
activities. Many families came dressed for the occasion,
wearing red, white and Blue, Hot Dogs, cold watermelon and
beverages coodid down the day.

A4 EM, the City of Excellence Iit up the shy with a “Salute
bor thee Bed, White and Blue’, Fmeworks were seen ampwhere
along West Country Club Drive.  Looking from the grounsd
up, miany Aventura residents were celebrating the spectacular
display of fireworks from therr condominium balconies. Frae
complimentary stations were set along West Country Clab
Dirmve were viewers could obtain a free Amerncan flag and 3-1v
Elasses, as well as purchase a cold beverage. The City of
Awentura wishes to thank those residents who called and let
us knonw that the Splash Bash and Fineworks finale were the
best thus far.  Call 305-366-8930 for information on
upcoming events,

“THOSE LAZY, CRAZY,
HAZY DAYS OF SUMMER!"

Wi are once again hosting the extremely pepular and
sucoessful 4th annual What-A-Wednesday Summier Program
at Founders Park!

Starting on June 19 and ending on August 7, be sure te come
bt Foumnders Park o enjoy theme programs each and every
Weedmesday during the surmmmmer froem 10 AM — 12 Noon, Themes
inchude “Carmival Dey”, “Sports Day”, and of course, "Patriot
™, 50 bee suree b joim s for the fun and friendship of surmmer,

Thas program is free b Aventura residents 5 —12 years old
with avalid resident 10 card. Please call Founders Park at 305-
A06-01583 for more detals or ermal jayl@Ecyofaventura.com

WHENM IS THE LAST TIME
YOu VISITED FOUNDERS PARK?

W have a full complement of recreational programs from
benmis to fitruess for all ages Youth and adult sports leagues
are held vear round. Outdoorfit, meets Tuedays and
Thursdays at 4:00am and &:15pm to incorporate cardio and
strength tramimg and flexibality exercise into your week. Stop

b thee park or call 305-466-0183.

NEW ID CARDS NEEDED
BY AUGUST 1, 2002

The City of Aventura will be offermg a new
service tooall of our residents starting this
summier. We are introducing a new sofbware
program that will allow vou to register for all of
vour favorite programs from the comfort and
convenience of vour own home, either by
tebephone or your computer, 24 hours a day, 7
dorys & week.

[ omdier For wou o wse this new serace, it is
necessary for you fo obtain a new resident [
card with vour own personal identification
numiber. This card 15 free and will be nesded to
redister for all of the City's programs.  Please
call Founders Park at 305-466-0183 to zchedule

your appentment
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Office of the
City Clerk

FALL TRIPS "N TOURS

Thiz very popular program 15 entering its 6th year, A full
slate  of informational,  educational  and  cultural
prodvamirming starts i Julby and runs through Decermber., Our
prodramiming this year includes:

The Lem King

Florida Stage Door Dinner Theatre

I-MAX Thiatre

Sen Escape Day Cruise

For complete details of all trips *n tours, please call 305
A60-8500 or emanl fishmang@citvofaventuracom, #

On April 11, 2002, the Aventura Police Departmient
honored two members of their team for outstanding
aceomplishments during the 2000 calendar year, Selected
by their peers were Officer Charles Carlantone, as Officer of
thie Year; and, PEA Aldo Alfonse, a2 Covilian Emplovee of
thie Year. The presentations were made during the Annual
Awards Ceremony & Fifth Anniverzary Banguet of the
Aventura Police Departmient held at Porto Vita. #

TOUCH-SCREEN VOTING

Elidgikle yoters in Miami-Dade County are invited to
“Touch the Future™ by stopping by the Aventura
Covernment Center for & hands-on demonstration of the
new touch screen voting technology,

Aventura City Clerk amd Municipal Supervisor of
Elections Teresa M, Soroka will offer a presentation of this
new ivatronic equipment that will be used to record votes
in ceming local, state and national elections,

The mew systemn is the size of a laptop computer — but don’t
associate the word “computer” with the new equipment,  [f
vl Can oferate a microwave aven oF an ATM machine, you
can easily cast vour hallet on this new equipment.

After wou have checked in at vour local polling place, a
porll worker inserts an activator into the iYotronic and
selects yvour ballat,

Use anly vour finger Imo other objects such as pen or
pencill o make vour selections, Only the same pressure
used om a microwave of an ATM machineg is required.
Choose a language. Once the Ballot Screen appears, make
hallog selectinons.

If yous wish to change a selection, retouch vour fivst
choice to cancel it and then teuch vour mew choice,  You
even have the option of a "Write-In" selection, by pressing
the alphahet to spell out your choice,

Beview your final kallot selections on "Review Screen,”

Onee vou are satisfied with vour cheices, press the

“WOTE"™ button, You have just cast wour hallot! (1 you
leave the booth and fordet to push the "VOTE” button, teoe
poll workers will cast the votes vou selected.)

Im the 2001 Florida legislative session, an election
reform act was passed that decertified paper and punch
card ballots effective September 2, 2002, at which time
glectyonic or electromechanical voting systems must
be usad,

Miami-Diade County selected a touch screen system fo
prevent viters from aver voting and gives them the ahility
to chonse which landuage they wish to have their ballot
displaved, either English, Spanish or Creole, Touch
scresns have been successiully vsed in a number of states
inclading California, Michigam and Mew Jersey, Yoters with
disabkilities that would preclude them from touching or
seeing the screen will have the opportunity fo vote inan
ADA hooth using special equipment to meet theit needs,

The County has placed ome new woling system in each
Government Center/City Hall in Miami-UDade County and
is offering demonstrations and presentations in various
lecations throughout the County. For mare information,
contact Aventura City Clerk Teresa M, Sovoka at 305-466-
S00H, wvisit Government Center at 19200 West Country
Clhubk Dirive bebween the hours of 9 am, — 4 pom,, or call
the Miami-Dade County  Elections [Department at
J05-375-3155, &



Community Development

Flood Prevention & Safety

LOCAL FLOODING FACTS

Flooding i2 an act of nature which
respects o boundary lines, In the City of
Aventura, fooding is generally cauged by
heanny radnfall that ocours in short periods of
time, as is common durimg  summer
thunderstorms,  tropical  storms  and
hurricanes.  The City 15 vualnerable Lo
flooding from storm water runoff and
coastal storm surges. Due to thiz food sk,
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) has designated mest of the
City as a Special Flood Hazard Avea on the
Flood Insurance Bate Map (FIEM),  This
map dezignates areas susceplible Lo the
LiWh-year flood and for safety purposes,
establishes  minimum  elevations  for
construction.

A 100=year fMood is the equivalent of 10 or
more inches of rain within 24 howrs, A 100-
vear flood hag a 1% chance of accurring in
any given vear, However, il can accur more
than omce in & given year oF in SUCCessive
vears, The potential for loss and damage in
the City of Aventura during a heavy storm
of hurricane does exist,  Residents and
property owners should be aware of this
podential risk and be prepared to deal with
Mooding whien it occurs,

FLOODPLAINS ARE ESSENTIAL
Although  flosding 18 a  nuisance,
Meodplains are an essential part of the
natural cvele in South Flovida,  The
Everglades, which s one expansive
fleodplain, and the Biscavie Aguifer
which lies underneath, are South Florida's
only source of

drinking
waler. They
need  large
quantities of
water to be
replenished,
Occagianal
flends  are,
and  always
have  been,
eszential

sources of fresh water to replenish the
Hiscayne Aquifer,

FLOODPLAIN DEVELOFPRMENT
REGULATIONS

Developers  wishing  to build in
designated floodplain areas (including the
City of Aventura) must use proper design
technigues and structural reguirements to
ensure  that  new  developments  are
Mocdprond.  All new develapments in the
City of Aventura must be reviewed by City
officials to ensure the design: meet the
City's Floadplain Development Fegulations
in order Bo receive a permit  for
comstruction.  The City has  adopted
Floodplain Development Regulations that
require that all mew construction have a
lowest Tloor elevation 127 above the base
flood elevation or 18" above the crown of
the road, whichever is highest,

Before beginning & project, check with
the Commumity Development Departiment
for all codes and regulations that apply to
WOLT properiy,

SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD
AREA DISCLOSURE

[t is a reguirement in Miami-Dade
County that amy purchase of improved real
estate located in a Special Flood Hazard
Areaor Comttal Flond Hazard Area include a
full disclosure to the buyer that the
property lies in either of those zones. This
requirement alerts potential buvers to the
threat of fooding in the area, so they can
make an informed purchasing decision.

IMPROVEMEMNTS TO PROPERTY

For progerties located in Special Flood
Hazard Areas, it i3 reguired that
improvermnents to properties be done in a
manmer  which  mests  the current
Floodplan Development Regulations, This
requirernent applies to

* Any structure which has incurred
darmnage estimated at mwore than 509 of its
irarket value

# Ay atructure where imprivements are

planmed where
the cost  of
IMprovements
is more than
0%  of  its
mrarket val e
- Any
combimation of
the above bao

FLOOQD
PROTECTHOM METHODS

When comstructing a new or improved
structure  in a  fMoodplain area,  any
cormnbination of these methods may be
emploved o reduce the Mooding petential,
These methods must be approved by the
City, and must not megatively  impact
surrounding properties,

RELOCATION: Ferhaps the only
technique for completely preventing future
flood damage,  This method involves
mwoving a house ot of a flood area to & new
Iocation where there 15 no threat of
floading,

ELEVATION: This methed consists of
raizing a house on an elevated support
structire to place 1t above future Nood
walers,

LEYEES: Alzo known as a berm, this is a
method of creating a barrier of compacted
a0i] o Beep the water awan froam a property,

FLOODWALLS:  Similar Lo a levee,
flocdwalls are designed to keep the water
away Fromt the house but are constructed of
permanent materials such as concrete,

CLOSURES: Used in comjunction with
other technigues such as Moodwalls and
levees, closures provide protection for gaps
that are open for frequent usage such as
sidewalks and driveways,

FLOOD MITIGATION STEPS

Even if wvou are nol doing major
improvernents to your property, there are
stepa vou can take to make your properly
e flood-proof, including:

#* Grading your property to facilitate
storrmwater run-off



* Elevating major appliances such as air-
conditionimg wnits and water heaters to
prevent darmage during fooding

# [Lsing flood-proofing materials such as
paints and sealants

¢ Checking sewer trap walves fo prevent
backup flooding

* Cleaning gutters and storm drains
arcaand your property fo permit free flow of
wider

» Keeping a steckpile of sandbags and
construction materials availahle

FLOOD INSURANCE
Ome of the best wavs to protect your

inwestment is to insure it Standard
homeowners insurance and windstarm
pollicies D0 NOT cover losses from flooding
(rising watersl!  The Flood Disaster
Protection Act of 1973 requires the
purchase of flosd insurance as a condition
of receiving, any federally related loan for
purchase or construction of any bailding or
mickile home located in any Special Flood
Hazard Area.

The City of Aventura is a participant in
the Matiomal Flood Tnsurance Program
[MFTF} which is administered by the Federal
Emerdency Manadement Agency |FEMA],
Federally guaranteed flood insurance is
avallable to City residents in AE Flood
Zones at a discount of 10% because of the
Citv's participation, MFIP policies are sold
through licensed insurance agents and
companies, You should buy flood insurance
before the storm season, as there is a W-day
waiting period before covermle takes effect.

Federal flood insurance can protect
homes, businesses and belongdings frem
damage caused by flooding, including:

» Structural elements: such as walls,

flonrs, equipment and figtures,

= Contents: such as furniture, appliances
and carpeting

» Persomal items: such as clothing,
sterens and televisions

You do not have fo live in a special flood
hazard area or a Fleod Insurance Rate Map
(FTEM} designated flond zone to purchase
flond insurance. Tn fact, if you live in a low-
risk area, you may be eligible for a low-cost
preferved risk policy.

Even if you rent, do not have a
mortdage or do not live in a Special Flond
Hazard Area, vou should still purchase
fload insurance!

FLOOD WARNINGS

Fload, hurricane and severe weather
warnings are issued by the Miami-Dade
(hfice of Emergency Management and the
Mational Weather Service,

In thee case of a burricane, an Evacuation
Chrder will be given by the Mayor of Miami-
Diade Covnty and will be broadcast on local
TV and radio stations, The City of Aventura
is located im an Evacuation fone for any
stormn of Category 2 force or dreater, This
means all residents are required to leave the
City when an Evacuation Order for a
Catedory 2 storm s diven,  Awventura
comdaminiume and properby managers will
also be notified of the Evacuation Crrder by
a fa from the Odfice of the City Manager,

Residents shauld stay tuned to the local
TV and raclio stations for updates on storms,
amd should evacuate as soom a5 an
Evacuation Order is issued.

TV Stations

& WO (Ch 4)

« WTVI (Ch, )

* WEVM (Ch, 7)

« WPLG (Ch, 1)

= WLTY (Ch, 23) Spanish
= WSOV [Ch, 511 Spanish

Radio Stations

= WIDD (610 AM)

* WINE (940 AM)

& WIFTL (1400 AM)

« WADD (710 AM) Spanish
« WOM (42 FM) Spanish

FLOOD SAFETY TIPS

These are important tips you <an
folliow when flooding threatens, whether
ol are  staving  in wour  home
OF eV ating,

Before the Flood

* Learm and practice the safest route
from yeur home o bBusiness to high
ground in case you must evacuate.

# Listen to local news for Evacuation
Orders and shelter apenings, Evacuate

= Turn off water, gas and electric
service to vour home and plug drains
with larde corks Eo prevent sewer
hackup,

* Keep a disaster kit on hand with a
portable radio, flashlight, emergency
cooking equipment, drinkind water,
hatteries, first aid supplies, maney,
canned foods and sturdy shioes,

= [kevelop and practice an emergency
communication plan with your family,
Designate an  out-of-state friend or
relative to serve as the "family contact,”

= Fill your car with gas and move it to
the highest point an your property,

& Flood-proof your home by utilizing
the improvermnent and mitigation steps
autlined im this pamphlet,

= Buy floed insurance to cover the
value of your home and its contents,

= Take pictures or videos of wvour
hiome and valuables and keep them in a
safe, dry place with ywour insurance
pralicy,




Community Development

Duiring the Flood

* Keep a hatterny-powered radio tuned to
a local station for emergency information,

¢ Elevate waluahles or move them to
higther flooTs,

* Do mot drive, walk or play im flosded
areas, Stromg currents, broken objects, wild
animals and raw sewade pose serious health
and safety threats,

* Sty away from diwned power lines, 4
dirarned poseer lime ina puddie of water may
electrify the entire puddle,

After Flo

# Before enteringt a building, check for
structural damage,

# [nspect for fire, electrical or das hazards
and  submerged appliances BEFORE
turning utilities back om,

* If you smell gas im or around your

Flyover

home,  call utility  supplier
imrnediately,

= |lse tagrwater for consumption only if it
has heem declared safe by officials, Llse
hsttled water instead,

# [hispose of everything, including! food,
that has come in contact with flood
waters, The flood waters could e
contaminated with raw  sewagde and

poisenous chemicals,

WiHAF

FLOOD ZONE INFORMATION

Local floed zone information is located at
thie Mortheast {Aventural Branch of the
Migmi-Dade Public Library and at the City
of Aventura's Community  Developmment
[kepartment, The Cammunity
Developrment Department can provide vou
with detailed information from the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) including:

Beautification Project

Adopted as one of the City's budget
priorities and goals was the
Citywide Beautification Program
that addresses median and right of
way landscaping throughout the
public areas within the City. As part
of the City's ongoing beautification
program is tha impressive
landscaping

Ly

project
underway on
the flyover on
Biscayne
Boulevard to
conceal the

massive
concrete
structure, The
£$1,.363,375
landscape
design includes
the planting of

an assortment of palm trees, royal
palms, queen palms, live oaks and
seasonal
medians of Bscayne Boulevard and
the westbound access ramp and
203rd Street. The project was
partially funded by the Florida
Department of Transportation.

groundcover in the

o Whether vour property is located im a
Special Flood Hazard Area

# The communify mumber

# The panel number and suffix

# The date of the FIRM's index

# The FIEM zomne

# The hase flond elevation

For surveyars, architects and engineers,
the City has the latest form of elevatbion
certificates available to vou for completion.

For lenders, insurance agdents and real
esfate agents, elevation certificates are kepd
om file for all buildinds permitted by
the City,

For more imformation, oF o receive a
Flosd Imsurance Rate Map determination
for wourr property, contact the Commmunity

Development  Department at  (305)
4AR-B040,
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% What’s Happening

Better Place - New Online
Citizen Request Service

A';'rntl_rra cikizens can now conbact the City directly at wwwcibyofaventuracom, the
e pagde of the Ciby's website by selecting the “Better Place” icon for Citizen
Bervice Heguests,

The City recently implemented the mew Internet-based customer service reguest
system called “Betber Place”. [Euses the Internet to connect residents to the City via
Ehwe Ciby's wehsite, Hesidents can enter thear cnen requests for service and information
and chieck on the status of thedr request. Cibizen reguests are automatically routed to
thwe proper department or pomt of contact to nesobve the issue,  Onee scbion is taken,
Follonw-up bo thwe inibial imguiry 2 completed via the Intermet, emadl or phone call to
thee rezident.

Routing of inguiries and complaints s done internally through emal notification.
City staff can track, manage, and create reports and monitor action taken o aten
INguiry Tedquests, #

Visit Us
on the Web!

WWW.CITYOFAVENTURA.COM

Commission Meetings are held
at GO0 pms

Aventura Governmaent Center
Commissian Chamber

12200 Wast Country Club Drive
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